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One	last	thing	that	is	beyond	the	scope	of	this	research	is	the	investigation	of	violence	against	femininity	and	how	that	translates	to	the	use	of	feminine	virtual	assistants.	For	example,	disembodying	the	voice	creates	a	less	threatening	femininity	than	an	embodied	voice.	Perpetrators	do	not	have	to	face	their	victims	physically	or	face	repercussions	for	the	things	that	they	do	in	a	virtual	setting	or	to	a	virtual	being.	 Potential	Solutions		 The	solution	to	the	troublesome	gender	stereotyping	is	one	that	is	also	quite	simple	and	intuitive.	Companies	could	offer	a	simple	setup	guide	during	startup	of	devices	with	virtual	assistants	like	smartphones,	GPS	devices,	or	the	Echo.	During	the	setup	screens	where	users	select	their	language,	developers	should	also	include	setup	screens	for	the	onboard	virtual	assistant	so	users	can	customize	their	own	preferences	more	easily.	Siri	is	the	only	virtual	assistant	with	the	ability	to	change	genders	and	nationalities,	but	there	is	no	reason	that	this	should	not	be	more	commonplace	and	another	step	of	the	setup	process.		 Another	potential	solution	would	be	for	developers	to	look	into	creating	an	androgynous	humanoid	virtual	assistant	without	a	stereotyped	gender.	It	is	clear	that	virtual	assistants	will	continue	to	become	more	humanlike	as	time	progresses,	so	allowing	virtual	assistants	to	possess	no	gender	or	a	gender	as	fluid	as	human	beings	possess	will	hopefully	be	a	part	of	the	advancement	of	virtual	assistants	with	human	characteristics.			 My	examination	of	virtual	assistants	offers	a	unique	perspective	of	the	ways	
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in	which	virtual	assistants	and	users	interact	effecting	identification	and	a	resignification	of	gender.	As	our	technology	continues	to	advance,	and	AI	software	becomes	more	and	more	humanlike,	it	will	be	interesting	to	see	the	ways	in	which	virtual	assistants	will	continue	to	improve,	and	how	our	cultural	ideologies	will	influence	their	development,	and	how	the	evolution	of	virtual	assistants	will	influence	our	cultural	ideologies.		 	
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